
 
FOURTH GRADE LITERACY: BENCHMARK EXPECTATIONS TOWARDS MEETING STANDARDS  

Reading: Literature and Informational 
Text 

NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 
 

● Begins to use text evidence to 
describe characters, settings, and 
events 

● Begins to use details from the text to 
support inferential thinking  

● Describes characters, setting, and 
events using text evidence 

● Draws inferences using text evidence 
 

● Refers to details and examples in a text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text 

Determine the theme or main idea of a text 
using key details from the text; summarize 
text. 
 

● Determines most important points to 
summarize a text 

● Determines the theme of a story or 
drama using details from the text 
 

● Determines the main idea of an 
informational text using key details  

 

● Explains how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support points in a text 

Describe in depth a character, setting, or 
event in a story or drama. 

● Describes character traits, motivations 
or feelings 

● Identifies the setting of a literary text 
(time and place) 

● Explains how character actions 
contribute to a sequence of events 

 

● Describes character thoughts, words, 
actions, decisions, physical attributes, or 
interactions with others using specific 
details from the text 

●  Describes the setting of a text 
●  Describes an event using specific 

details from the text regarding the action 
and sequence of the story 

● Describes in depth a character, setting, or 
event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text 

 
 

Determine the meaning of general academic 
or domain specific words and phrases as 
they are used in text 
 

● Uses context clues to help identify 
unknown words or phrases 

● Recognizes common words and 
phrases that allude to significant 
characters found in mythology (e.g. 
Herculean) 

● Uses known root words and affixes as a 
clue to the meaning of an unknown word 

● Consults reference materials for 
the pronunciation and precise meaning 
of key words and phrases 

● Determines the meaning or general 
academic and domain specific words and 
phrases used in a text relevant to grade 4 
topics and subjects 

Describe the overall structure of a literary or 
informational text or part of a text. 
 

● Determines the overall structure of a 
story or drama 

 
 

● Determines the overall structure of 
informational text (e.g., sequence, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) 

● Describes the overall structure of a story or 
drama 

● Describes the overall structure of 
informational text (e.g., sequence, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) 

● Explains the relationship between 
sentences and paragraphs in an 
informational text 

● Refers to the structural elements of poems 
(e.g. verse, rhythm, meter)  
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Compare and contrast the point of view of 
from which stories or accounts of events are 
told or narrated.  
 

● Distinguishes between first and third 
person narrations 

● Describes the differences in focus and 
the information provided 

● Compares and contrasts a firsthand and 
secondhand account of the same event or 
topic 

● Explains how narrator or speaker’s point of 
view affects how events are described 

Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding 
of the text in which it appears. 

● Identifies information from print or 
digital sources 

● Makes connections between the text 
of a story or drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of a text 

● Interprets information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively 

 

● Explains how the information contributes to 
an understanding of the text in which it 
appears 

 

Compare and contrast the treatment of 
similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of 
good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional 
literature from different cultures or integrate 
information from two texts to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 

● Compares and contrasts similar 
themes and topics as they appear in 
texts 
 
 
 
 

● Integrates information from two texts to 
write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably 

 

● Continues to successfully compare and 
contrast the treatment of similar themes and 
topics and  integrate information from two 
texts with increasingly difficult texts or new 
information 
 

Read and comprehend literature and 
informational texts in the grade 4  text 
complexity band proficiently. 

● Sets a purpose for reading  
● Reads text with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression 
● Uses context to confirm or self correct 

words; rereads if necessary 

● Reads with purpose and understanding 
● With prompting, uses a variety of 

strategies such as predicting, 
connecting, questioning, visualizing, and 
inferring to comprehend text 

● Reads grade level text with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression 

● Independently uses a variety of strategies 
such as predicting, connecting, questioning, 
visualizing, and inferring to comprehend text 

Writing and Language  NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 

● Writes narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences 

 

● Writes informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly 

● Gathers information from print/digital 
sources, take notes, categorize 
information and provide a list of sources 

 
 

● Writes opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information 

● Uses organizational/formatting structures to 
develop ideas for narrative poems 

● Uses concrete words and phrases as well 
as sensory details to help the reader 
understand the experiences and events 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
 
 

● Produces complete sentences. 
● Expands and reduces sentences. 
● Uses appropriate words to convey 

meaning 
● Uses relative pronouns when 

appropriate 

● Uses prepositional phrases that tell 
where, how, and when 

● Utilizes order of adjectives according to 
conventional patterns 

● Explains the meaning of similes and 
metaphors in context  

● Recognizes and explains the meaning of 
common idioms  

● Understands and uses past, present, and 
future progressive verb tense 
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

● Capitalizes proper nouns and titles 
● Chooses appropriate punctuation, 

including using commas and quotation 
marks in dialogue 

 

● Uses commas before coordinating 
conjunction 

 

● Uses appropriate punctuation for effect 
● Spells grade-appropriate words correctly, 

consulting references when needed 

Speaking and Listening NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions. 

● With prompting and support, comes to 
discussions prepared 

● With prompting and support, uses 
notes or other information to 
contribute to discussions 

● Follows rules for discussions. 
● With support, asks and answers 

questions; elaborates on remarks of 
others 
 

● Comes to discussions prepared. 
● Uses notes or other information to 

contribute to discussions 
● Follows rules for discussions. 
● Asks and answers questions during 

conversations 
● With support, draws conclusions from 

discussions or from listening to a 
speaker or media presentation 
 

● Consistently engages in group discussions 
with varied partners 

● Stays on topic by linking his/her own 
additions to the conversation with the 
previous remarks of others 

● Asks for clarification and further 
explanation, as needed 

● Extends ideas and understanding in light of 
the discussion 

● Evaluates and integrates information 
presented in diverse media 

● Includes multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations, when appropriate 
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